
Primary Learning 
at Keswick Museum & Art Gallery
The award-winning Keswick Museum & Art Gallery displays fascinating 
and historic collections telling the story of Keswick’s landscape, history 
and culture. The museum offers a varied learning programme for all ages 
and abilities. Our workshops for schools can be adapted for Foundation 
stage to Key Stage 2.  The history, science and geology of this area are 
brought to life through our engaging, interesting and participatory 
learning sessions. Our ‘hands on history’ approach means that all 
workshops include object handling, and time to explore the galleries. 
Please see session information below:

Stone Age Cumbria
Your class will be history 
detectives and have the 
opportunity to handle objects 
from the Stone Age that were 
found locally. This session is 
ideally linked with a visit to 
Castlerigg Stone Circle. KS2

Timeline
This chronology session will 
help your class understand the 
past – using objects from the 
collection to demonstrate old 
and new. KS2

Remembering the 
First World War
Pupils will investigate the 
impact of the First World War 
in the local area. They will 
examine objects and archive 
material linked to WW1. KS1+2

Rockin’ Around!
Pupils will examine rocks, 
minerals and fossils in the 
museum collection. They will 
join in experiments to find out 
where toothpaste, talc and 
glass come from! KS1+2

Toys and Games
In this fun session your
class will examine old
toys and have the
chance to play with
replicas, before
making their
own toy. KS1

Discover Art
Your class will discover the art 
collection, and find out how to 
display and care for it. Pupils 
will investigate conversations 
within pictures, and be inspired 
to create their own artwork.  
KS1+2

Discovery Visit
Pupils will find out about the 
museum’s collection, and how 
it can help us find out about 
the past. Pupils will investigate 
a wide range of objects – 
including geology, art 
and archives. KS1+2

Literacy Live
Your class will use the museum 
collection as inspiration 
for their poetry, drama and 
creative writing! KS1+2

Numeracy
Your class will 
work on numeracy 
activities using the 
museum displays 
and objects to 
find the answers! 
Pupils will measure 
objects, estimate 
size and weight and 
use the butterfly 
display to 
explore 
symmetry. 
KS1+2



The museum is located in the wonderful surroundings of Fitz Park. Why not 
combine your visit with a trip to Castlerigg Stone Circle, The Pencil Museum, 
Keswick Leisure Pool, Theatre by the Lake, a tree walk around Fitz Park, or 
even a walk up Latrigg! 

Packed lunches can be eaten in the Education Room, or if is good weather 
why not sit outside in the park!

All learning sessions are 90 minutes, and are £2.50 per pupil. 
A self-guided visit is £1.50 per pupil. Pre and post-session 
resources are available for each learning session.

For further information and booking, please contact 
Helen Keogh, Learning and Participation Officer:
helen.keogh@keswickmuseum.org.uk 
017687 73263
Keswick Museum & Art Gallery, Station Road, 
Keswick, Cumbria, CA12 4NF
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Self-Guided Visits
The museum welcomes visits from pupils of all ages. If you would like to 
arrange a self-guided visit, please contact the Learning Officer for info 
and booking. There are resources available to help teachers plan visits. 

Wainwright: A Love Letter to 
the Lakeland Fells (until 8th November) 

Alfred Wainwright (1907-1991) is well known for 
his famous Pictorial Guides to the Lakeland Fells 
which he compiled between 1952 and 1966. This 
exhibition coincides with the 60th anniversary of 
the publication of Book One: The Eastern Fells. The 
exhibition is for everyone who loves the Lakeland Fells. Why 
not visit with your class and find out about Wainwright’s 
life and work, and his impact on the Lake District today! The 
exhibition is an enjoyable space for pupils to explore with 
hands-on exhibits, original objects, graphic and audio visual 
interpretation. Learning sessions focus on Wainwright’s 
literary skills, his artistic style and his use of maps to meet 
curriculum objectives. Your class can also enjoy a self-led 
visit, with resources provided. KS1+2

Pupils can: 
• Discover how Wainwright planned and completed  
 his seven guides to the Lakeland fells 
• See Wainwright’s own walking boots, rucksack 
 and typewriter 
• Find out about Wainwright’s early life in Blackburn,  
 and his move up to the Lake District 
• Try writing and drawing with a dip pen and ink 
• Write about their own favourite ‘Wainwright’ fell 
• Try on tweed jackets and modern outdoor gear 
• Explore the Lake District on our giant OS floor map 
• Read Wainwright’s school report and early work
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