
Wartime women and suffrage  

…Explore history through the eyes of Keswick’s women 

 

  

Session Outline 

The session starts with an insight into the women’s suffrage movement by using the story of the 

suffragist Catherine Marshall from Keswick. Afterwards we travel further in time and concentrate on 

Keswick’s home front during the First and Second World Wars. Students will explore the different 

aspects of women’s contributions to the war effort. The session will focus on activities such as 

knitting for the troops, sending parcels to the soldiers, and working in the nearby ammunition factory. 

Additionally, they will investigate the motto ‘make do and mend’, a government concept first thought 

up during WW1.Three activities build on each other to help the students to uncover the stories of 

Keswick’s wartime women. 

 Create a campaign banner. The students will use the gained information about the suffrage 

movement to create their own campaign banner. 

 Should I go to Devils Porridge? Lizzie and Alice Hogg. The group will explore the 

motivating factors which led to women to choose to work in such a dangerous environment.  

 Make do and mend - a rag rugging session. A practical session evoking the recycling 

and repairing ethos of the war as we make a rag rug sample from scraps of old material 

 

In addition, the students can find out more about the Keswick Parcel and the Happy Knitters, 

exploring the role of the domestic war effort by looking at what was sent to the front, and why. 

Each student receives an explorer booklet to take home. 

 

Practical Details 

 Year groups 3-6 

 The three activities take 2 hours 

 The students work together in pairs and groups of three or four 

 10am-12pm  or  1pm-3pm 

 £2.50 per pupil, leaders free  

 Lunch possible on site if booked in advance 

 Ask about coach parking 

 

Contact: 017687 73263   learning@keswickmuseum.org.uk 
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