
HOW YOUR GIFT CAN 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The Lake District has a profound effect on many 
of us. Keswick Museum looks after the treasures 
of the area for today’s and future generations, 
enabling thousands of people each year to immerse 
themselves in the rich physical and cultural history 
of this area.

As a small independent charity, legacy giving is 
of utmost importance to our future. Gifts left in 
wills help us care for our exceptional and varied 
collections and engage people of all ages and 
backgrounds with the natural, social and cultural 
history of the Lake District.

Leaving a legacy is a wonderful way to share a love 
of the Lakes and its history forever. You can be sure 
any such gift will be received with great gratitude 
and will be used in line with your wishes.

Please do get in touch if you would like to discuss a 
legacy for the museum.

Claire Poulter, Chair of Trustees

Leaving a gift to Keswick Museum in your 
will, no matter the size, enables us to 

continue and improve upon our work. Even a 
small donation can make a big difference.

LEAVING 
A LEGACY 

Open 7 days a week! 

INVEST IN OUR FUTURE 
BY LEAVING A GIFT IN 
YOUR WILL
Making a will is one of the most positive things 
you can do. It offers you peace of mind, securing 
the future of your loved ones and the things that 
you care about. A will ensures that your estate is 
divided as you choose, providing for your family, 
and, if you wish, a charity or charities of your 
choice. 

You can leave a legacy to Keswick Museum 
whether you are making a will for the first time or 
making an addition to an existing will. 

Keswick Museum advises anyone making a will or 
legacy to take legal advice. A solicitor will be able 
to guide you through each step of the process and 
advise on the different types of legacy you can 
leave.

If you would like to arrange an informal chat with 
someone at the museum about making a donation, 
please contact:

The Operations Manager,
Keswick Museum & Art Gallery,
Station Road, 
Keswick.  
CA12 4NF

017687 73263
info@keswickmuseum.org.uk

Alternatively, we can arrange a member of the 
museum team to visit you to discuss a potential 
donation.  If necessary, we can also recommend a 
knowledgeable solicitor to advise you.
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ABOUT US
Keswick Museum was created by public 
subscription in 1873. It is the earliest 
purpose-built museum in Cumbria, designed 
in the Arts & Crafts style with bespoke 
fittings from the Keswick School of Industrial 
Arts. 

In 2014 the organisation gained charitable 
status and undertook a £2m enhancement 
project, creating an entirely accessible 
museum with a new gallery, improved 
exhibition spaces and better visitor facilities. 

The museum is now an important heritage 
community hub for the town and the area, 
providing opportunities for everyone to learn 
about its rich physical and cultural history.

Our staff and volunteer team, supported 
by our committed trustees, run our fully 
accredited award-winning museum enjoyed 
by around 20,000 visitors every year.

The museum is an independent charity, its 
income generated entirely through grants, 
ticket sales, room hire and fundraising.

Legacies and donations – large or small – 
play a crucial role in helping us continue our 
work.

HOW TO MAKE A 
LEGACY GIFT 
A gift in your will - also called a ‘legacy ’or a 
‘bequest ’ - is easy to make. 

If you do not already have a will, you will 
need to consult a solicitor, who can explain 
the options. If you already have a will and 
would like to make a small change to include 
a gift for Keswick Museum, a solicitor will 
also be able to advise you on making a 
revision (called a codicil) to the existing 
document. Some suggested wording for a 
codicil is included below.

There are different types of legacy to 
consider - the three most commonly used 
are:

A Pecuniary Gift
This allows you to give a specific sum of 
money. Over time, the actual value of this 
gift may decrease with inflation so you may 
wish to review this regularly. To ensure that 
it keeps its value over the years, you can also 
ask your solicitor to include an instruction 
that it is index-linked.  

Example wording to give to your solicitor to 
include in your will: 

“I give to Keswick Museum & Art Gallery 
Management Ltd, Station Road, Keswick. 
CA12 4NF  (Registered Charity in England 
and Wales No. 1156330) the sum of £_______ 
(free of all taxes) absolutely for its charitable 
purposes and I declare that the receipt of 
the Treasurer will be a full and sufficient 
discharge to my executor(s).” 

A Residual Gift
This type of legacy is a bequest of a portion 
or a percentage of your estate remaining 
after all debts, expenses, legacies and 
Inheritance Tax due have been paid. This 
protects the gift against inflation (because 
10% of your estate will always be 10% of your 
estate regardless of the amount.)

Example wording to give to your solicitor to 
include in your will: 

“I give the (amount)% of my real and 
personal estate which I can dispose of 
by will in any manner I think properly to 
Keswick Museum & Art Gallery Management 
Ltd, Station Road, Keswick. CA12 4NF  
(Registered Charity in England and Wales 
No. 1156330) the sum of £_______ (free of all 
taxes) absolutely for its charitable purposes 
and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer 
will be a full and sufficient discharge to my 
executor(s).”

A Specific Gift 
This may be part of an estate which 
might constitute a collection of objects, 
documents, drawings or other valuable 
items. If you are kindly considering this form 
of gift, please contact us to discuss your 
wishes.

Inheritance Tax
Currently all legacies to charities, including Keswick Museum &  
Art Gallery Management Ltd, are free from Inheritance Tax. 


